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DETAILED ACTION 

- A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 

1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 9/17/2008 has 
been entered. 

- Claims 1-11, 1 3-22, 25-27, 29-3 1 are presented for further examination. 
Claims 1, 13, 25, and 29 have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-11, 13-22, 25-27, 29-31 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim is improperly 
depended to claim 42, where there is no claim 42. 

For examining purposes, claim 10 is depending on claim 4. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 
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Whoever invents or discovers any new and useM process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because a according to page 9, par 0032 of 
the specification, a detector module, a nearby device list, and a user configuration authorization 
module are preferably configured as software framework. "A system" comprising a detector 
module, a nearby device list, and a user configuration authorization module (i.e., software) does 
not include any functional hardware structure of a system. A system (i.e., machine) comprising 
software is considered as program per se, which is not one of the categories of statutory subject 
matter. 

Claims 25- 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because a according to page 9, par 0032 
of the specification, a detector module, a nearby device list, and a configurable resource 
regulation mechanism are preferably configured as software framework. "A system" comprising 
a detector module, a nearby device list, and a configurable resource regulation mechanism (i.e., 
software) does not include any functional hardware structure of a system. A system (i.e., 
machine) comprising software is considered as program per se, which is not one of the categories 
of statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, pubUshed under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-8, 10, 11, 13-20, 22, 25-26, and 29-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by BCrzyzanowski et al., hereinafter BCrzyzanowski (US 2004/0003073). 
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1 . Referring to claim 1 , Krzyzanowski discloses a system for facilitating interaction 
between a device and a immediate device environment, the system comprising: 

a detection module for automatically detecting proximity of a participant (light, dimmer, 
audio system, heating units, refer to 0106) within the device immediate environment (control 
server is capable to detect participants within specified vicinity, refer to 0106), wherein 
proximity of a participant within the device immediate environment is close in physical space (a 
specified vicinity, refer to 0106); and 

a dynamically updated list of detected nearby devices within the device immediate 
environment for each devices (tracks position of components/devices, refer to 0106 in a profile, 
refer to 0101), wherein the list of detected nearby devices maintains a record of devices detected 
by the detection module to be close in physical space and their locations (profile contains records 
of the components/devices within a specified region/close in physical space, refer to 0101 and 
0102 and keep track of position of component/devices, refer to 0106 and 0111); 

a user-configurable authorization module for authorizing the device to adjust a device 
user interface in a pre-determined manner in response to the detection of the participant (refer to 
0171 and 0163). 

2. Referring to claim 2, Krzyzanowski disclosed the system of claim 1, Krzyzanowski 
fiirther discloses wherein the user-configurable authorization module identifies the device as one 
of a controlling device or a controlled device (refer to 0097). 
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3. Referring to claim 3, Krzyzanowski disclosed the system of claim 2, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses wherein the controlling device comprises shared resources for sharing with the 
controlled device (refer to 0067). 

4. Referring to claim 4, Krzyzanowski disclosed the system of claim 1, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses wherein the detection module detects one of an active participant (controller 
client, refer to 0046) and a passive participant (components, 0106). 

5. Referring to claim 5, BCrzyzanowski disclosed the system of claim 4, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses wherein the detection module detects a passive participant (refer to 0106) and 
the device user interface adjusted is a detecting device user interface (refer to 0096 and control 
the volume level, refer to 0136). 

6. Referring to claim 6, Krzyzanowski disclosed the system of claim 4, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses wherein the detection module detects an active participant (controller client, 
refer to 0046) and the user-configurable authorization module authorizes adjustment of the 
device user interface of a detected active participant (refer to 0133). 

7. Referring to claim 7, Krzyzanowski disclosed the system of claim 1, Krzyzanowski 
fiirther discloses wherein the user-configurable authorization module includes an authorization 
status to control another device (refer to 0136) 
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8. Referring to claim 8, Krzyzanowski disclosed the system of claim 1, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses wherein the user-configurable authorization module includes an authorization 
status to be controlled by another device (refer to 0048). 

9. Referring to claim 10, Krzyzanowski disclosed the system of claim 2, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses further comprising a coromand and control translation module for receiving 
instructions from a user regarding actions to be taken by the controlling device (refer to 0145). 

10. Referring to claim 11, Krzyzanowski disclosed the system of claim 10, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses further comprising a UI element manager for taking directions from the 
command and control translation module (refer to 0145). 

1 1 . Referring to claim 13, Krzyzanowski discloses a method for facilitating interaction 
between a device and a device immediate environment, the method comprising: 

detecting a participant (light, dimmer, audio system, heating units, refer to 0106) within 
the device immediate environment (control server is capable to detect participants within 
specified vicinity, refer to 0106); and 

maintaining a dynamically updated list of detected nearby devices within the device 
immediate environment for each devices (tracks position of components/devices, refer to 0106 in 
a profile, refer to 0101), wherein the list of detected nearby devices maintains a record of devices 
detected to be close in physical space and their locations (profile contains records of the 
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components/de vices within a specified region/close in physical space, refer to 0101 and 0102 and 
keep track of position of component/devices, refer to 0106); 

adjusting a device user interface based on user-configured rules set forth in a device 
authorization module in response to the detection of the participant (refer to 0171 and 0163). 

12. Referring to claim 14, Krzyzanowski disclosed the method of claim 13, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses fiirther comprising identifying the device as one of a controlling device or a 
controlled device using the authorization module device (refer to 0171). 

13. Referring to claim 15, Krzyzanowski disclosed the method of claim 14, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses fiirther comprising sharing resources from the controlling device with the 
controlled device (refer to 0067). 

14. Referring to claim 16, Krzyzanowski disclosed the method of claim 13, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses further comprising detecting one of an active participant (controller client, refer 
to 0046) and a passive participant (components, 0106). 

15. Referring to claim 17, Krzyzanowski disclosed the method of claim 13, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses further comprising detecting a passive participant (controller client, refer to 
0046) and authorizing a detecting device to adjust the device user interface of the detecting 
device (refer to 0096 and control the volume level, refer to 0136). 
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16. Referring to claim 18, Krzyzanowski disclosed the method of claim 17, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses wherein the passive participant has an RFID tag (transponder, refer to 01 13) 
and the detecting device launches an application in response to the detection of the RPID tag (). 

17. Referring to claim 19, Krzyzanowski disclosed the method of claim 17, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses detecting an active participant, and authorizing adjustment of the active 
participant user interface (receive a user interface, refer to 0136). 

18. Referring to claim 20, Krzyzanowski disclosed the method of claim 13, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses providing an authorization status as one of controlled or controlling (refer to 
0144 and 0145). 

19. Referring to claim 22, Krzyzanowski discloses the method of claim 14, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses receiving instructions from a user referring to actions to be taken by the 
controlling device (refer to 0145). 

20. Referring to claim 25, BCrzyzanowski discloses a system for sharing resources among 
multiple participating devices, wherein each of the multiple participating devices has a device 
specific set of application resources, the system comprising: 

a detection module for detecting proximity of a participant (light, dimmer, audio system, 
heating units, refer to 0106) to a second participant device, wherein proximity of a first 
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participant device to a second participant device is close in physical space (control server is 
capable to detect participants within specified vicinity, refer to 0106); and 

a dynamically updated nearby devices list of detected devices within an immediate 
environment (tracks position of components/devices, refer to 0106 in a profile, refer to 0101) for 
maintaining a record of devices detected to be close in physical space and their location (profile 
contains records of the components/devices within a specified region/close in physical space, 
refer to 0101 and 0102 and keep track of position of component/devices, refer to 0106); and 

a configurable resource regulation mechanism for making the device specific apphcation 
resources from the second participating device available to the first participating device (refer to 
0170). 



2 1 . Referring to claim 26, Krzyzanowski discloses the system of claim 25, Krzyzanowski 

further discloses a user-configurable authorization module for providing each participating 
device with an authorization status as one of a controlled device and a controlling device (). 



22. Referring to claim 29, Krzyzanowski discloses a method for facilitating resource sharing 
between multiple devices, the method comprising: 

allowing a user to configure regulation of shared resources between multiple participating 
devices (refer to 0101 and 0067); and 

maintaining a list of detected participating devices based on proximity within an 
immediate environment to a first participating device (tracks position of components/devices, 
refer to 0106 in a profile, refer to 0101), wherein proximity within an immediate environment is 
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detected to be close in physical space, wherein the list of detected participating devices maintains 
a record of devices detected to be close in physical space and their location (profile contains 
records of the components/devices within a specified region/close in physical space, refer to 
0101 and 0102 and keep track of position of component/devices, refer to 0106); and 

enabling regulation of device resources based on proximity of a first participating device 
to a second participating device (controls, refer to 0101), wherein regulation includes making 
device specific application resources of the first participating device available to the second 
participating device (refer to 0067). 

23 . Referring to claim 30, Krzyzanowski disclosed the method of claim 29, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses identifying each device as one of a controlling device and a controlled device 
using an authorization module (refer to 0171). 

24. Referring to claim 3 1 , Krzyzanowski disclosed the method of claim 30, Krzyzanowski 
further discloses sharing resources from the confroUing device with the confroUed device (refer 
to 0067). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the im ention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 9, 21 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Krzyzanowski et al, hereinafter Krzyzanowski (US 2004/0003073) in view of Srinivasan et al 
hereinafter Srinivasan (US 2003/0037284). 

25. Referring to Claims 9, 21, and 27, Krzyzanowski discloses the limitation of claims 1, 20 
and 26 for the reasons above. 

Krzyzanowski does not explicitly disclose that the method/system include (an arbitration 
mechanism for) resolving disputes between devices having an identical authorization status. 

Srinivasan discloses "resolving a multiple mastership situation by retaining only one 
master server (refer to 0063)". 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teaching of 
Krzyzanowski and Srinivasan before them at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of Krzyzanowski to include an arbitration mechanism to resolve dispute in regard to 
existence of multiple mastership situation as taught by Srinivasan. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make this modification in 
order to prevent communication confusion as to which controller the controlled device should 
respond to in view of Srinivasan. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Applicant is reminded that in amending in response to a rejection of claims, the 
patentable novelty must be clearly shown in view of the state of the art disclosed by the 
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references cited and the objection made. Applicant must show how the amendments avoid 
such references and objections. See 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 1 (c). 



Mohan et al (US 2007/0105548) "Integrated cellular/PCS-Pots communication system" 
disclosing a system for integrating at least one residential plan old telephone system phone to 
a cellular phone network. 



Ostroff et al (US 6,201,968) "Method combining entries from multiple neighbor cell lists to 
obtain an updated list for a subscriber device" disclosing a subscriber unit operating within a 
radio communication system supplements neighbor list information received from a cell site, 
when that cell site is expected to provide inadequate neighbor cell list information. 

Examiner's Notes: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, to ftiUy consider the references 
in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of 
the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. In the case of amending the 
claimed invention, Applicant is respectfiiUy requested to indicate the portion(s) of the 
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specification which dictate(s) the structure relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify 

and ascertain the metes and bounds of the claimed invention. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 

MONTHS from the maihng date of this action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Karen C. Tang whose telephone number is (571)272-3 116. The 

examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7-3. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571)272-3964. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information Referring to the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Elecfronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 



/Karen C Tang/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 245 1 
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